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Research progress on halogen-free flame retardant systems for rigid polyurethane
foam

LIHe, GAO Dahai, FANG Bing, YAN Baolin, YU Jianxiang, DAI Yuhua*

(College of New Materials and Chemical Engineering, Beijing Key Laboratory of Special Elastomeric Composite Materials, Beijing
Institute of Petrochemical Technology, Beijing 102617, China)

Abstract: Rigid polyurethane foam (RPUF), as a type of high-performance thermal insulation material , is widely used in
construction, refrigeration, pipeline transportation, and other fields. However, its flammability presents a significant
safety hazard. Although conventional halogenated flame retardants can effectively enhance its flame retardancy, they also
pose serious environmental risks. Therefore, the development of halogen-free flame retardant systems has become partic-
ularly crucial. This article reviews recent research progress in halogen-free flame retardant systems for the flame retar-
dant modification of rigid polyurethane foam. These systems include inorganic flame retardants, organic phosphorus -
based flame retardants, and other halogen-free alternatives, with a focus on the effects of these three types of flame retar-
dants on the flame retardancy of RPUF. Finally, the article discusses the application of novel materials in RPUF flame
retardant modification in recent years and outlines potential future research directions.
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Fig. 1 Flame retardant materials classification diagram
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Tabl. 1 Effect of inorganic flame retardants on flame retardant properties of RPUF

BELA 71 LOIE/ % UL 94 PHRRZEALZ/ Y THRZEALER/% E= DTN
2.5ATH/7. 5SMDH — — —27.4 —10.7 [11]
60 7KEE£T /10DMMP 28.4 — — — [12]
60ATH/10DMMP 32.4 — — — [12]
29ATH/5. STPP 29.5 — — — [13]
6.97GOBP/18. 59BHAPE/39. 77ATH 30.1 V-0 —51.1 —36.9 [14]
27.4ATH/27. ABH/12EG 34.0 — —63.7 —25.8 [15]
57Zn0/8DMMP/SAPP 28.0 — —39.6 — [16]
5MMT/8DMMP/S8APP 28.5 — —42.5 — [16]
5Zeolite/ SDMMP/SAPP 29.5 — —56.0 — [16]
15EG/5AHP 37.8 — —55.2 —80.0 [17]
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Fig.2 Schematic diagram of the flame retardant mechanism of

organophosphorus flame retardants

2.1 WEEREEZEPEBAT

W IR TR S PR L — AW R 2R, 5
Pt S Ak A W 2 A 3 B TS g T 71 45 75 DL AR el 3
TN TR RS BRI WT AR SR Al S 0 sz g 75 BELIA 57
INE RPUF H

DMMP i & 5 ik 25 %0, BRI R & g A
A R AR A v ) — A S I B BRI, IR 8w 5 HA R
B E R o Zhu S8 58 T DMMP #1 APP X}
RPUF BHIAVERE AR M o 45 5 /s A B A 38 A4 v 3
29. 1 Yo , IR Tl T 5 0 (R IR I B 0 i) T B A
161. 1 kW/m* i1 21. 8 MI/m?, A bt F Bk o i 79 o BEL
BRFA BELIAPE BEA BTk 2% . DMMP 7 5 JCHLY e &
il i A B0 TR KA 3B AF . Wang 55 il 4%
T A IR AR R ER 4B (SNGO) |, 8%
L5 DMMP T4 & . S B N 2SNGO/
18DMMP/RPUF B , 1 BR 48 H5 5k AT ik 24. 0 %0, BT
R AR AR /3 0 T T 44. 8 %0 F143.8 %,
Feng %5 i & T — & % &% DMMP il EG (% BH #%
RPUF, DMMP/EG & % 7] LAfifi RPUF 19 LOL{E #& =
#33.0 %o Gao % LU A S04 (GO) R DL & 3-
G = RS RORHR £ T R i AR A A R
(fGO) , 3 ¥ H 7] EG. DMMP 40 % BH 4 1& & 1 T
RPUF Y BH BRI REAF T . %44 Z 1] LUf RPUF i LOI
HikF] 28. 1 %0, UL 94 MRk 3] V-0 554, ABHGHE R
WE(E R F%32.9 %

B4 7w D A P TR IR — PP TR Ah | — 2 7 7 TR B R
i 245 BELAZR 700t FH T ol 2 o o 28 2 g e Tk ) B M i



F ] 1

- 140 -

hoE B

X S A T — B R I/ 2 B R R
[GEP, [ 3(c) |, %8 Y i) GEP nJ Affibl PR 45 Bk
F23.5 %, WEAH AR AR E] 133 kW/m?, Jia 1)
S GUE NG K A T R N 2R BRI R B IR — 4K
H g [ POG, K 3(d) ], 24 POG B & fin A 33 Yo it
LOME " 35 22.3 %, I H R E R T 30.2 %,
Xing 54l 8 T AT 2 AT Az B I [ Lignin-POH, & 3
(e) ], 5tk APP AL T U [FIBHIA A &, BEAK T RPUF
PR B G T BEBR TR RE

GEP . POG , Lignin-POH %5 7 )i 8 BH R 32 v T
Kﬂfﬂk 5 5 SR LA 2 1] (AR 251, AR T % 2
PEBEAY R0, (B Fb T DMMP 253 52 07 28 BELR 7], B
kﬁsxﬁz%ﬂ\.ﬁﬁ%ﬂo YN I TR P 2 BELBA 77 1) RPUF 3

|
EtO—p—OFEt
" | OF: O
r\Cl o~ |P\O/ O_i_o\/k/o_ ‘i_o
Et
(a) POCI‘ (b) DMMP (c) GEP
0 0 Q _0—CH,CH—OH
J)>_/O—II:—O/_<| T ] 0*<o—cH.CH—on
i
H,CO CH,0—pP—0—CH,CH—OH
§ OH O—CH,CH—OH
() POG (e) Lignin-POH
K3 =AM N AT A Bk ) 22

Fig.3 Triclosan and its derived flame retardants'*?*!!
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Tab. 2 Effect of phosphate flame retardants on the flame retardant properties of RPUF
BELIA ) LOUME/ % UL 94 PHRRZEALER/Y  THRZLIE/ % 278 3CHik
28. 3EMF/2. SDMMP/2. 8APP 29.1 — —10.4 —22.4 [18]
2SNGO/18DMMP 24.0 — —44.8 —43.8 [19]
12. 8EG/3. 2DMMP 33.0 — —65.5 —57.8 [20]
6.8EG/2. 3DMMP/0. 2(GO 28.1 V-0 —32.9 —25.1 [21]
8GEP 23.5 — —35.7 - [22]
33POG 22.3 — —5.6 —30.2 [23]
15PFAPP/30PL 24.5 - —58.9 —27.1 [24]
2.2 TEBEAPEBAT RN
A 2K BELAA 90 1 25 HO 5 PN S8 LB HE A1) po 4 o — NN )
1E Iy —Fh & B R 2 AR SR A L ELAT 0 B T 5 RVANC N
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FEOR R A SRR B T R o B BEGR AR 7S (R 5 HH k-
A B =85 (HPHPCP) , %3 i 15 % /9 HPHPCP
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SERRBEMER A HE-1 9% . Yang S5 A WL T 3 T3 =
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Fig.4 Synthetic routes for hexachlorocyclotriphosphonitrile and

hexaphenoxycyclotriphosphonitrile'*”

WG 1 Z o6 (HDPCP) |, 4 HDPCP iR il & 4 25 %
i, LOTE &35 25 % o Zhang 255 )5 5o 75 G405 = W

G (HCCP) il 2% th T HA L 5 #8808 PR 7S R AR
=Wl (HPCTP) , [R50 5 Y0 B B BE £ 48 (GF) , Al
DA il 5 5 R Y TR 1 LOTME IR 3 28. 7 %, W @ i3
T RPUF (BRI RE .



F ] 1

2026 4 4 H

i 5 SR P PR T 1 BELIA TR AR A BIF 5 - 141 -

H R, 7S S =BG LA B 7S R U BE 2 = Wl s 7
WANMIE 258 T Tk, HFEREK . HarHAbER
BENE AL B W v 15 B AE SC I S I B . R ke vy FH A ot
AR IR 0 RG2S BEIAR) , B2 PRI Al i T
b AR 7= X 5 5 S B L TR A B R AN 7 A S )
A7 b
2.3 FEZIELBEMF

W ZeIEZ BRI 2 th DOPO 5 HoAts A iy A1 5L 4]
B 45 . DOPO BAG &k 1) P—H A, &) 5 A Al
&Y & B W LR R 5 B & A K RN 5 TR
KBRS N 2 . DOPO 264k & ik be it 8 h he i
FEHCEA B KA B PO« F PO, - [ i3, a] LU 6] 3
PR B E— 25 43 M 5 o3 7 A 0 SR W T 25 ) o B 405 285 Y
PR T, (i 2 FEAAR Y 1 56 4 B3 o 22 T k42 B
KURPIVERY,

Wl 2SS LR R DR ol ] LA A5 S T] ) 5k P A o 42
JIT AR 0T DAAE Ay 5 a0 750 SELASR 700 ] AR Ay 2 vy 764 BH A%
o FTF DOPO FH Y 75 i 75 B 75 28 70 Ak £ (4544 G
ISR ) Zhang %5 ISR I R A DOPO A B

ETA-DOPO

0—R=0
Qi :

i H H N '“N
O\YN\ 0 {}‘_N .L

TAD

R NH,
Q o (")\/\(\N\lN( :
\|/

DTE-DOPO

A in Y A R A A BELA R (DOPO-BA) , AT
RPUF 1 LOL{E #2555 28. 1 % , DOPO-BA By fin Al
et T HERMIEA . Liu%' 8 DOPO 5 L EE i | 2-
CIEHA,6-—FH1,3,5- = TS BRI 55 40 1) s 1
il & 1 3 F DOPO fii 4= FH#% 7 , ETA-DOPO . DTE-
DOPO . AAM-DOPO, I8 5% T A [Fl# % 1 X} RPUF
FHBR T RE A Z MR . Lin 55558 i R DL ) = RA A S
DOPO = v fil % T — F DOPO % i JC i BH 44 5]
ODOPM-CYC, ODOPM-CYC fym A B Bk T
RPUF FBHBAIERE , 7T LU LOTE AR 26 % , B g 7l LA
KEUL 94 V-045, Br 1778 DOPO 5| A4k = FHA
PERE Y ZE A1 , b A W58 & 78 DOPO 5] A 42 &Pt
LM BB A LA, DAk il i RPUF 78 #7148 b i
K o AN Zhan 8800 R e 5 DOPO LR B IR £5
s (NC) B il 25 17 — B 78 B BR BT & i 44 B
DPA@NC, £ RPUF I AJG , & A& # kA R B H BH
FEAG . MUtk 25 YR, KA Be S 50 18 81 T HB
S W BRARFE BT ik 27. 2 % , PHRR 1 THR 43 5|
F]321. 6 kW/m*F1101. 8 MJ/m’,

|~
P\/\’(N H2
(

AAM-DOPO

L
9

NH,

\N/
0 C;H ()

” '\0 P
o

DOPO-BA ODOPM-CYC

5 3T DOPO My Es A B ARSR) o-or
Fig.5 Additive DOPO-based derived flame retardants'®-**
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Fig. 6 Reactive DOPO-based derived flame retardants! %"’
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Tab. 3 Influence of phosphorus-hexaphenanthrene flame retardants on the flame retardant properties of RPUF
BELASK 551 LOIH/% UL 94 PHRRZEALFR/ % THR 63/ % 2% ik
7.9DOPO-BA 28.1 — —8.4 —19.5 [32]
ETA-DOPO 22.2 HF-1 —25.6 —7.6 (6]
DTE-DOPO 22.2 HF-1 —23.0 —7.2 (6]
AAM-DOPO 22.3 HF-1 —37.6 —22.5 [6]
ODOPM-CYC 26.5 V-0 —33.8 —24.0 [33]
25DPA@NC 27.2 — —27.6 —15.2 [34]
20. 3 DOPO-MA-EG 26.3 HF-1 —33.5 —30.8 [35]
20FPASO-DOPO 26.1 V-0 —33.6 —14.6 [36]
12PDPE/SEG 27.2 V-0 —56.9 —24.4 [37]
20DOPO-MASI/5EG 30.0 V-0 —47.6 —58.0 [38]
2DOPO/4K SiO, 29.3 V-0 —49.9 —45.7 [39]
AL, BT DOPO B BHAA R A ol LIS EUABERE B985 sni i,

R WIS | ABELAR FIGE o R DA T [ 422
5 RPUF f# BELAATE fiE 55 470 0 vV Rl LT LA S 22
[ AP
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RPUF 81 7% K & K, 1 77l Ak B A7 HLBK 2R BHEJA 741
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3 Hf o x BEAFI A E X ¥ RPUF

LA TG p BHAR ) 3 A 38 RS IR & T I ik A 2
= TR S AT A Wy 5 R I 754 BELJA 390 R A R I 48
Z [ MOF . Mxene 255 BHBR T . R Ak BB A 34
NIRRT BIFRIE A I AN IR . TR TR — 2 el
1% 5% 5 AE ISR T RE 8 IR 61 A= B2 1 Ak 54, an
PR IR . i IR SRR ISR ), 5 B — BE S i i 4
(1) 2 554 A ), WNTE Ry TR FRRIRG L 2 00 D A
AR R A TR I KR, A2 S B PR, 2%
Sy =R SRR R RR B AR 3R AL A,
PR R 7 35 A7, TR R e TR P [ BELOR 1
MOF Mxene 2 BRI 0 ELA B 4 19 412 14 s sk A 410 4
YRR, & H VE [RIBEEEF B; HF RPUF B BHAR 2 -
3.1 EREEERERZEPHBAF

RBEIRE (APP) , PR 2 BRI H ol 4 SR Wh IR
E—F A P ON P RPBHIA T R R BERREY , EEAE R
HEZ A TR BELA IR R AR VR AR . APP A KR (h R L&
RIFRA B, HRA SR E KN
T R IR B 1) PR, TE R B W A S o i HLFE
PR A PERAR , R APP 26 T B0 s i Ak s
T FH 2] g8 o 2R 2 PR VR

Luo S 5 DL 4 Fp L3R4, A 458 3 F LT 0
H - TN TR 2 TR — U R AR VR & i —
T H R Bl A K 2 2 R — XUEUE Y 55 R 72 Tl
& T AR S 4k 1Y R Wk 1R % , B MHAPP MFAPP
VMFAPP L) K DENAPP. 4 F i i 28 1k i) APP BHAR

F Pl RPUF (9 LOTMEIA R 24 % A4, UL 94 T B
BRBE LA B V-0 45 2% , H 203 B AR I8 5 U5 R 1
U REABRTERE o Lit AR F L DN R P s e il 28 17
PMAPP, 4% il & & 25 % B, A] ffi RPUF A9 LOI M
18.4 Y ¥ hn %] 25.3 % , PHRR 1 THR 4y 5] [ A% £
169. 9 kW/m*F18. 53 MJ/m?, 5 K4y RPUF #H b,
A3 R 33.7 Y F139.2 %, Cheng S5 LR IK Jy5¢
il 4% T R0UBE B R W R £ POAPP, 48 &k 20 % B,
RPUF B LOA A% 24. 8 % ,PHRR # THR 4 T T
K%, H RPUF () 12 PERe A rddes .

iARIEIE A APP 5 A SRS R, LIRIIE APP fig
il 7 A I SR A T L U Hh R B R A Y AR
fE. BRULZAN, A F o0 5] A A BT R 1)
o E X APP HEAT O, DLGE S IR R FE AR )
AHZE , AR U R T i A . 40 L 45 FH B2 M0
FEXT APP #E47 SR Rl 4 T B-APP,B-APP A L 5
G ) SRR RN, I AT R HE R . SN 25 %
B-APP,RPUF By LOIfE#2 = %) 24. 9 % , PHRR . THR
BIBEAR . Yang 55 R VS RIS il 28 T e fh R
WWR #% (Si-APP) , i] ffi RPUF 4 LOI A ik % 22.8 %,
UL 94 353 V-0 4%, 77K HHiR ¥ 15 K J5 UL 94 475 Al 3@
i V-14%,LOIME }21.8 % . SigtE 5| A RPUF
LA O 0 1 A Al T R g ) ARBEL D 0 i 49K e it
b A% RS A, el RPUF [ PR PERE

F 4y T Bkt APP X RPUF BHLEAVE fiE i) 52
Wi, ASHE & I RPUF B BHIA P RE XA B 5 . #oesh
¥4 B SR TR 1 — 51 A, A J5 APP [ BRI 3
HET K . B RT OKE S — R B Y A 5, APP 1
FN%, A R R A T S A BELIA AR, A R el
A DLR R 42 55 RPUF A BEAPE BB DA I e R 45 o 1t 95
238 LAY RPUF TR 4544 AN RS e 55 m)

R4 ik APP XY RPUF FRAATEBE Y3500
Tab.4 Effect of modified APP on flame retardant properties of RPUF

REAA LOIMA/ % UL 94 PHRR7EALR/ % THRZEALZ/ % Z:7% 3k

16. 7TMHAPP 24. 4 V-0 — — [44]
16. 7MFAPP 24.5 V-0 — — [45]
16. 7VMFAPP 25.5 V-0 — — [45]
16. 7DFNAPP 24.5 V-0 — — [46]
25PMAPP 25.3 — —33.7 —39.2 [47]
20POAPP 24.8 — —39.4 —33.9 (48]
253-APP 24.9 — —43.8 —37.6 [49]
30Si-APP 22.8 V-0 — — [50]
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Fig.7 Melamine-based derived reactive flame retardants"*
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Tab.5 Effect of melamine-based derived flame retardants on the flame retardant properties of RPUF
FELAA 9] LOME/ % UL 94 PHRRZEALFR/ Y% THRZ£A6%/ % ER PN
10ZMD 25.4 — —50.1 —61.8 [52]
1IMADP/11BHPP/15EG 33.5 — —52.4 —48.0 [53]
7.5MADP/7.5DOPO 27.0 — —32.9 —46.7 [54]
9DPPM 29.5 V-0 —50.4 —50.4 [57]
25MIFR 24.5 V-0 — - [58]
1SMATMP 25.5 V-0 34.0 —34.0 [59]
9GMF 23.0 — —39.5 —36.9 [60]
9SGMF 25.8 — —35.0 —37.6 [60]
9LGMF 25.2 — —29.0 —24.6 [60]

1 : GPP . HMMM-PG, Skt B45 0 7 LOIME , B AE SCAS R B, FrLAARE T3,

3.3 WIRERKAA = K PEAF

Ak A 2 (EG) & —fa ssifi 26 G4, R AR M
A7 AR RPARAE B S A2 iU — R L. AT KA Bl
1P A R A A Z R R R RS WA — 2D 53

Sk B AR G R AERRIRVE ' . AT Ak A7 B¢
VR A5 % T PR BUARAIG, S — 2 8 Y BELA 51«
fif FR , EG BE AT AR, ] L5 Al B AR 90T B
XUy =20 3 DRI RHRAMA 2 HEBH AP AN & 8 i o

K8 EG/APP/SA/RPUF 43 BHAA DL LR G 18
Fig.8 Schematic diagram of flame retardant mechanism of EG/APP/SA/RPUF composites'*!
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TR, PR ICH R I (A LS B AR T R . Wang'*
LA EBEYIR B BT I Ik A B A T e Al
EG@MH, ¥ 1 11.5 % () EG@MH, f] ffi RPUF ¥
LOI{H k%] 32.6 % . Zhang %515 £ 1 0l 2 ik A7 28~
R CH LD I 12 P R - e 1R ) S SR 0 %) 3 A TR BELJA 371
(EG@PMA) , 57z R 10 %, LOTE IR 26 %,
UL 94 iK% V-1459% . BLAh, A 0F5E 5 il 45 T H 3
PR R 47 7K H IR (PGMA ) A0, 78 i fUie 4 1k vl I ik £1
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PEEF27.5 %, UL 943K%) V-0 %4, 7o 45 T EG
EIr=i0) 7 <

EG 55 HAth BEAA ) B[] 5 FH 23 3 — 2042 7 L EAR
SR R 25080 EG 5 AT i RPUF J) 244 6
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B BHARPE E . Li 205200 DL APP | fik iR S BE i (SA) Al
EG 41 i = o U R BHBE AR R L %4k R 4l RPUF 35 8 T
V-OBHBEED, BrEsR EEHE & T 49 Yoo SA BIMAREAR

A

AT REZAK AT B A — B BH AL RE, A 1841 IRk
M5 AEPR AT Tk AR . EG Bl B, ]
LI RPUF # LOTE A 2 29 % 224, IF BT DL it
UL 94 (19 V-0 S5k, BHARROCR i 2 (TR L& 6) . H
EG A VFZHUE , 14 FERPUF KGR 88 i 4
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Tabl. 6 Influence of expandable graphite flame retardant on the flame retardant properties of RPUF

RELIA LOUME/ % UL 94 PHRR7EALZR/ Y THRZ b3/ % E = BTN
10EG (300 pm) 29.8 V-0 —57.9 —43.8 [63]
10EG (500 pum) 31.8 V-0 —54.1 —47.2 [64]
11. SEG@MH 32.6 — — — [65]
10EG@PMA 26.0 V-1 — — [66]
10EG@PGMA 27.5 V-0 — — [61]
12EG/3Zr-AMP 30.5 V-0 —74.4 —61.5 [67]
10EG/10APP 29.7 V-0 —54.1 —14.3 [68]
12EG/3Mg-AMP 29.5 V-0 —52.4 —42.9 [69]
10EG/5DOPO-HQ 28.7 V-0 —58.5 0.0 [70]
10EG/15BDEMPP 25.7 V-0 —45.2 —35.6 [71]
10EG/10mSS 24.0 V-0 —55.0 —47.0 [72]
8EG/18EMD 31.3 — —55.5 —41.5 [9]
8EG/16DTP 30. 2 — —40.4 —12.0 [73]
10EG/10PAPP 28.8 V-0 —64.2 —26.5 [74]
6EG/2APP/1SA 26. 1 V-0 +17.7 —9.2 [62]
12EG/27. 4ATH/27. 4ABH 34.0 — —63.7 —25.8 [15]
6.8EG/2. 3DMMP/0. 2(GO 28.1 V-0 —32.9 —25.1 [21]
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